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Read data from ‘Device to ‘Image File

Cloning the SD card is simple. Just follow these steps:P

Get everything set up just the way you want it on your Raspberry Pi, whatever you're
using it for. Then shut down the Pi and remove the SD card. Insert the SD card into your
compulter.

Start up Win32Diskimager, a program that you probably have from when you first set
up your Pi. (If you're on OS X or Linux, you'll have to use the dd command as described here
instead of these steps).

In the "Image File" box, enter the path of your soon-to-be image file. For example, |
put mine in c:\Users\Whitson\images\myraspbmc.img

Under the "Device" box, select your SD card.

Click the "Read" button to create the image file from your card.

When it's done creating the image file, you can eject your SD card and put it back in
your Raspberry Pi. Keep that IMG file in a safe place.

Now, if anything ever goes wrong with your Pi, you can restore your fully-set-up image using
the reverse instructions:P

Insert the SD card back into your computer.

Head to the start menu or screen and type "disk management.” Open the disk
management program and find your SD card in the list.

Right-click and delete all the partitions on your SD card. When it's empty, right-click
on it and format it (it doesn't matter what filesystem you format it to, your computer just
needs to recognize it).

Open Win32Disklmager again and browse for your image file. Select your device
from the Device dropdown just as you did before.

This time, click "Write™ to write the image to the SD card.

When it finishes, eject the SD card and re-insert it into your Raspberry Pi. When you
boot it up, it should be in the exact same state it was in when you first cloned the SD card.

Once you've done this, setting up your Pi from scratch will be a whole lot simpler!


http://sourceforge.net/projects/win32diskimager/
http://lifehacker.com/5976912/a-beginners-guide-to-diying-with-the-raspberry-pi
http://lifehacker.com/5976912/a-beginners-guide-to-diying-with-the-raspberry-pi
http://raspberrypi.stackexchange.com/questions/311/how-do-i-backup-my-raspberry-pi

